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CRIMBS IN FOREION COUNTRIES.

claiming to be American citizens for erices amitm ‘ '
: in forei
c_mmtriea. There are not common lav offenses against the Unitfg

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
May 8, 1803

SIRt I sa in receipt of yo
o he o, e your c%mxmﬁon of March 17, in relation

mi&:u W that sn&m::g to be a citizen of the

oot ,iai 1 ng & native upon land in one

of the New Hebrides Islands; that safd islands ere under the domain

y w?ﬁzimvinm pover, except that Oreat Britain exercises eome

o] on over them through a high cammissioner, vho, however, de-
nes 10 exercise Juwrisdiction over this case; and that the islands

are not within the jurisdiction of any consulsr officer of this

ra ﬁamﬁ opinion 4 ] to whether any Pederal court would
o e agig:: to» T ugon this charge 1f he should be
p:m oo thot under T30 of the Revised 8&%3, which

"The trial of all offenses comuitted upon the high sees OR

Qut of the jurisdiction of agy particular State
or district shall be in the district vhers the offender is
found, or into which he ig first brought.”

But the word "offenses™ weans Yoffenses
!Gainlt the aﬁim 1 o“
‘rharem m:m p;gﬁ common law offenses against the United States m&umgmms 8
wrongs dome upon foreign soil in this category.
I am obliged to answer the guestion in the negative.
Very respectfully,
RICHARD BLNEY.
The SECRRTARY OF STATE.
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